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“I consider the work Nehiyawetan does important work.”  Tantoo Cardinal, writer, actor, educator and fluent Cree speaker
Tansi! Nehiyawetan (Tawn say! Na hee ah way tawn)
Tansi! Nehiyawetan means “Hello! How are you? Let’s Speak Cree”. Our series is unique in the world – we teach the Cree language to young audiences (5-8 year olds). Our cast of Kai, Kayla, and their teacher, Auntie Josephine, take our audience on a wonderful journey through games, adventures, music videos, animation, stories and word reviews. Our series incorporates the best principles and practices for reviving and strengthening Indigenous languages; it is based on extensive research and direct experience teaching Indigenous languages. And we invite all children to join along with our engaging cast to learn Cree and about Cree and Aboriginal cultures. We believe that the more we understand each other and support each others unique cultural gifts, the better the world our children will inherit.  

Speaking one’s own Indigenous language is a valuable asset for a young person’s identity and well-being, their knowledge base and their cognitive development. Since one of the best ways to learn a language is experientially, we reflect our audience’s reality and environment – focusing on words and ideas of interest to them – from music, pow-wows, art and sports, Space, Christmas and the Winter Solstice and the Medicine Wheel. 

And we invite all children to join along with our engaging cast to learn Cree and about Cree and Aboriginal cultures. We believe that the more we understand each other and support each others unique cultural gifts, the better the world our children will inherit.  

While every language and culture is unique in its expression, our experience and research suggests that the template we have developed for Tansi! Nehiyawetan can be adapted to other languages, with the expertise of a language community directing the application of our template. 

Tansi! Nehiyawetan Airs on Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (including APTN’s HD channel): Tuesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM MST (local times vary)

Tansi! Nehiyawetan Season 3 Synopsis

Tansi! Nehiyawetan invites children to learn Cree with Kai, Kayla, and Auntie Josephine through kinetic games, absorbing stories, dynamic songs, and exciting adventures in the city. Kai and Kayla learn new words about things that kids are interested in, including Cree Culture, Space, Art, Sports, Music, Animals, Christmas and even Scary stuff.  And they get to meet accomplished Aboriginal people along the way, from John Herrington, the first Aboriginal astronaut to walk in space to celebrated Aboriginal actress Tantoo Cardinal to Coast Salish weaver Debra Sparrow. Nehiyawetan provides an interactive learning environment where Aboriginal children can feel good about themselves and the world around them, and where non-Aboriginal children can learn about the strength and richness of Nehiyaw – Cree culture. Tansi Nehiyawetan uses music to reinforce language teachings, as musical guests such as Art Napoleon, Cheryl L’Hirondelle, hip-hop artist Curtis Clearsky and Jason Burnstick sing songs incorporating Cree lyrics. 

Awards

Silver Remi: Houston International Film Festival 

ImagineNATIVE Festival (Toronto): Best Website (nominated) 
Leo Awards (BC/Vancouver Film and Television Awards): Best Youth and Children’s series (nominated); Best Performer / Host – Youth and Children’s series (nominated); Best Director(s) – Youth and Children’s series (nominated).

Selected Screenings:

2010 Olympics: Aboriginal Pavilion Opening Day School Presentation
9th World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education Cusco, Peru 
Sharing Indigenous Language Conference: University of Alberta

NYU Center for Media, Culture and History:  Graduate Studies
Knowing Our Spirits Conference:  IYINIW Education & Training Institute Inc

Cree Language Program: Linguistics Department, University of British Columbia

Language information
The Cree language is part of the Algonquin language group. There are 3 major dialects of Cree in the western provinces of Canada (plus Montana and North Dakota). We teach the Plains Y dialect. There are an estimated 87,500 Cree speakers in Canada. (Statistics Canada, 2006). 

Series Information

Tansi! Nehiyawetan was created by award-winning filmmaker Loretta Todd to introduce children to simple Cree, bringing concepts of language immersion into a television environment.  With the advice of Educational Television expert Cathy Chilco (Sesame Street, Wilbur) and educational advice from Dr. Lyn Daniels (Burnaby School District), Todd shaped the series to be a lively and creative experience. 

Season 1 6 x 24 SD | Season 2 & 3 19 x 22 minute episodes HD | Colour | Live Action & Animation
Produced with APTN, with support from the Canada Media Fund, Shaw Rocket Fund, CAVCO & FIBC  
Nehiyawetan Productions Ltd is dedicated to innovation in storytelling through film, television and digital media. We specialize in stories that reflect contemporary Aboriginal realities and aspirations. We are driven by ideas, integrity and energy and work with the best creative minds and talents. Company principal, Loretta Todd, also produces and directs drama and documentaries. 

Nehiyawetan | tansiinfo@gmail.com |  lstodd@shaw.ca
Distribution: Moving Images 
http://www.movingimages.ca
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